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Candidate Hayashi 
This letter, from Dick Hayashi to Evelyn Birkby, was written on 
October 30, 1943. In the letter, Dick says, “OC.S stand for Officer 
Candidate School. I am now known as Candidate Hayashi.” OCS is 
still around today, and the idea of Officer Candidate Schools was 
proposed in 1938, when the army was trying to expand in 
anticipation of hostilities because of the war. Three were then 
created in 1941: Infantry, in Four Benning, Georgia, Field Artillery, 
in Fort Sill, and Coastal Artillery, in Fort Monroe, Virginia. There 
were other branches as well, such as the Signal Corps at Fort 
Monmouth, New Jersey, but many of these were created because of 
wartime necessity and were closed right after the war. If Dick was in 
the same position just a year earlier, he would’ve been sent to the 
advanced ROTC directly after basic course ROTC, but in May 1943 
advanced ROTC was suspended, so basic course graduates were 
sent immediately instead to OCS so they could be commissioned 
sooner. Dick would have been at the Infantry OCS, since this letter 
was addressed from Fort Benning, Georgia. General Bradley, who is 
believed to have established the format, discipline and code of 
honor that OCS uses to this day, developed the Infantry OCS 
course. Between 1941 and 1947, over 100,000 Candidates were 
enrolled in Infantry OCS. Only 67% of those men earned 
commissions, so Dick was part of the two thirds of men who made 
it out of the course. 
OCS is thought of as the Army’s first try at integration. Black and 
white Candidates lived apart, but they all trained together. Dick 
was Japanese, so obviously he was neither white nor black. It 
would have been interesting to hear his take on what it was like to 
work as a somewhat integrated a group at a time when that was so 
uncommon. For instance, it would have been interesting to hear if 
he was treated better or worse than the black candidates by the 
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white candidates. On one hand, outright racism towards blacks 
prevailed in most of the country during this time. On the other 
hand, the Japanese were the enemy and Dick was Japanese-
American. He could’ve encountered his fair share of racism, 
perhaps even more than the black Candidates did. I didn’t read any 
accounts of racism in his letter, though, so maybe Dick didn’t 
encounter too much, but maybe he didn’t want to mention any 
racism towards him or other Candidates at OCS to Evelyn if he 
didn’t know her very well. 
While reading Dick’s letter, I got the sense a couple times that he 
was not enjoying the army or war and wanted to go home. He 
doesn’t specifically say “I don’t like it there” or “I’m not enjoying 
being the army” but there are three instances that stand out to me 
as Hayashi telling Evelyn he’s not happy with the war. The first, 
Dick writes: “it feels good to be back in the United States after 
experiencing things overseas.” It’s clear that he wanted to go home, 
but had to do his duty to his country. 
Later in the letter, he writes: “most of my work were of confidential 
nature so that I won’t be able to tell you too much.” This is normal; 
a lot of people in the army aren’t able to discuss exactly what goes 
on at war. However, I found it interesting that he adds later, “war is 
always a bad topic to discuss anyway” when he could’ve just left it 
at “most of my work were of confidential nature.” Evelyn would’ve 
accepted and understood if Dick were unable to tell her what was 
going on, but he adds in that war is always a bad topic anyway. 
This is showing that even if he could talk about the war, he 
wouldn’t want to, perhaps because of what he has done or seen in 
the war. 
Dick then says, “hope that people, rather the world, come to its 
senses sometime soon.” He is clearly hoping for an end to the war, 
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but says so in a vague way instead of just saying “hope the war end 
soon.” One reason dick doesn’t outright say, “I am unhappy with 
the war and want it to end soon” because in World War II being 
patriotic and supporting the war was the norm. Obviously, no one 
was necessarily happy about the war but it was frowned upon to 
complain about it. History remembers World War II as “the good 
war,” a war people thought was for a worthy cause. If a soldier were 
to openly complain about the war in a letter then he would be seen 
as very unpatriotic. Dick may have also not wanted to seem weak or 
unmanly while writing to Evelyn, and he may have thought that if 
he openly complained he would of come across that way. Either 
way, Dick was trying to find a way to write about his unhappiness 
about the war without being too obvious about it. 
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